GO ON A
GRAPE ESCAPE
The South Coast’s temperate
climate is ideal for growing
grapes, so head to Berry to stock
your cellar with a stellar selection
of locally produced wines. At
boutique vineyard Two Figs
Winery you can sample their
award-winning 2013 Barrel
Select Shiraz or the 2015 Dallas
Shiraz. If you’re after something
a little lighter, try the chambourcin.
At nearby Jasper Valley Wines,
kick back on the vine-covered
verandah and taste their cabernet
sauvignon, grenache and shiraz.
If whites are your thing, you’ll
be impressed by their chardonnay,
riesling and sauvignon blanc.
For more information on these
and more local wineries, go to
shoalhaven.com
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CRUISE THE BIG BLUE

HEAD TO THE NSW SOUTH
COAST FOR A GETAWAY
WITH A FEEL-GOOD
FACTOR

Make the most of these
warm autumn days on
a Discovery Cruise with
Merimbula Marina (pictured
left and right) – a family-run
business in the heart of the
Sapphire Coast. During this
two-hour adventure you’ll
be served a delicious
barbecue lunch while taking
in some of Australia’s most
stunning coastline. If you’re
lucky, you might even see
dolphins and fur seals at
play. Can’t get to Merimbula?
The company also offers
weekend cruises out of
Sydney’s Darling Harbour.
What better way to spend
a sunny Sunday afternoon?
For bookings, visit
merimbulamarina.com

Southern
CHARM

VISIT THE FARM
For an unforgettable family
adventure, head to the Woods
Farm, set on 16 hectares at
Jervis Bay. Here you’ll find fun
and rustic accommodation, with
two-and three-bedroom cottages
and luxury tents for glamping.
There’s also a secret crafts
caravan for the kids to get
creative in. You can feed the
farm animals (goats, alpacas
and horses), play giant
chess and Jenga, and enjoy free
bikes for all the family. Go to
thewoodsfarm.com.au

TAKE YOUR
ESKY ON TOUR
Get some friends together and
hit the road on an AAT Kings’
Bushfire Recovery Giveback Trip.
This iconic Aussie tour company
has joined forces with the Empty
Esky team to create not-for-profit
trips that inject funds into
fire-affected communities.
The one-day Shoalhaven
itinerary travels from Sydney via
luxury coach to the Shoalhaven
area, with stops in historic
Kangaroo Valley (do try the
cheeseburger pie at Southern

Pies!), and
Nowra Farmers
Market, where you can
fill your Esky with fresh produce.
The trip wraps up with
a delicious buffet lunch at
Bangalay Dining, where locally
sourced and native ingredients
have pride of plate.
Multi-day itineraries are also
available. For more info see
aatkings.com.au

TALK TO THE
ANIMALS
Get up close to Australia’s largest
collection of primates at Mogo
Wildlife Park. Here you’ll find
everything from rhinos to giraffes
and otters, in stunning landscaped
grounds. The park was closed for
a few weeks in the wake of the
bushfires, which sadly destroyed

the town of Mogo but spared the
zoo, and reopened on March 1.
The park offers a range of Up
Close and Personal encounters
that’ll get you even closer to
tigers, lions, meerkats and even
red pandas (pictured right). These
unforgettable experiences should
be on every animal lover’s
bucket list! For all the details see
mogozoo.com.au
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T

he blazes might be out,
but the impact of summer’s
catastrophic bushfires is still
being felt across the NSW South
Coast, with many businesses
feeling the pinch due to the lack of
tourists. But this stunning pocket
of Oz is a family favourite for
good reason – it’s jaw-droppingly
beautiful, there’s plenty to do,
and the locals are some of the
friendliest hosts you’ll ever meet.
So whether you have a day or
a month to explore, add these
gems to your itinerary.

NEW
TRAVEL

